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Disclaimer: The KIDS Herald, as with 
all of our Special Editions, may contain 
some promotional content. However, we 
make sure it’s appropriate, presented in a 

transparent way, and relevant to our young 
readers.

An interview with Lara Leatherback
By Nature Foundation St. Maarten 
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The answer:

* The Green Turtle, which has an olive 
brown shell, pale yellow belly, and two 
large scales between the eyes.
* The Loggerhead, which is red-brown to 
brown, and has a big head.
* Hawksbill turtle, which is mostly brown, 
orange and yellow, and has four scales be-
tween the eyes
* The Leatherback, which has no body 
shell. Instead it has a leathery back with 
seven lines, and black and white spots. 
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where we interview Lara Leatherback 
about life in our Caribbean waters.
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Lara: Hi, I’m Lara Leatherback, and from 
my last name, you can tell that I am fam-
ily to the Leatherback species. I was born 
right here on St. Maarten, 40 years ago. 
I have traveled around the world for de-
cades, but most recently, I returned to St. 
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away they travel, sea turtles always return 
to the same area/beach that they hatched 
from to lay their eggs.
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my way home. That’s because each part 
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nature, which turtles may remember and 
later use as an internal compass.
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on Simpson Bay Beach, Guana Bay Beach, 
Dawn Beach and Mullet Bay Beach. That 
is mainly because these beaches do not 
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as other local beaches. Mullet Bay beach 
is a popular beach for tourists and locals, 
and because of this, there have been more 
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nest. 

�����(����� �"��� �
� ��	�&�%	�������.��	���
	�����#���&
Lara: I see jet ski’s coming closer to the 
beaches, I see boats and catamarans an-
choring nearby, I see new buildings and 
more beach chairs. These are things that 
people enjoy when on the beach, but it stops 
us turtles and other sea creatures from thriv-
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new buildings and marinas take up our natu-
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sand castles can block hatchlings ��
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ing their way to the sea. Human-associated 
stresses are one of the main reasons that sea 
turtles are endangered.
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Lara: I laid my eggs at the Simpson Bay 
Beach, close to Karakter. I can only hope that 
they will be safe there. My human friends at 
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that everyone can see that they should keep 
a distance. A Green Sea Turtle friend of mine 
also nested near the Azure hotel and that 
����� �	� ���&��� 
2� �

� �� �
#�� ����� +�� ����
end of July, my eggs will hatch and that my 
hatchlings will be able to swim to the sea.
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Lara: That is not necessary, because once the 
eggs are hatched, the baby turtles are fully 
equipped to hunt and forage for themselves. 
Mother sea turtles do not nurse their hatch-

lings. 

�����(����� �*�����0������������������	�+�
��� ���� �	(�� 	��� ������ ������
�-� �������
�	$�
����
�	��&
Lara: I do!  The gender of the sea turtle is 
determined by the temperature of the sand. 
Warm sand makes female sea turtles; cooler 
sand makes male turtles. With global warm-
ing issues rising, this can bring a disbalance 
between male and female turtles, so it re-
mains important that humans take care of 
nature.

Another sea turtle fact: From the four sea 
turtle species that swim in our waters, the 
Loggerhead species is the only one that has 
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es. Local environmentalists believe that this 
is because Loggerheads prefer to swim in 
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Loggerheads being trapped, injured and 
killed by nets and hooks, and so these female 
turtles don’t mature enough to mate and 

lay eggs. Loggerheads also prefer steeply 
sloped, deep beaches to nest, but Coastal 
developments have impacted our natural 
beaches, so perhaps this has kept Logger-
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Lara: You’re most welcome. I hope to be 
back in two or three years to lay some eggs 
again!
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* Occurs: happens.
* Thriving: to be developing and doing well.
* Hatchlings: baby turtles.
* Human associated stresses: problems or 
tensions caused by human beings.
* Forage: search widely for food or provi-
sions.
* Environmentalists: persons who are con-
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