
Coral reefs are the richest and most diverse
ecosystems on earth. Corals are reef

builders, and therefore extremely important.
 

Reefs are essential for fisheries and provide a home for
about a quarter of the ocean's fish. Besides the massive
contribution to marine biodiversity, coral reefs provide

coastline protection from storms, strong waves, and erosion.

Threats Affecting the Health
of St. Maarten's Corals 

Coral Disease

Studies conducted by the Nature Foundation indicate
high levels of biodiversity (many species) and particularly

high coral reef coverage within the park. 
 

The conserved state of the Man of War Shoal increases
the economic value of goods and services on St. Maarten.

The Nature Foundation manages the Man of War Shoal Marine Park,
which was established December 31, 2010. The designation of the
marine protected area was a groundbreaking achievement for St.
Maarten, as it became the country’s first legally protected area.

Man of War Shoal Marine Park

Climate Change
 

Corals can be affected by diseases. For example, the
contagious Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease causes significant

damage to the reef and results in high mortality rates.

Hurricanes
 

Sunscreen

Waste Water

Storms like
Hurricane Irma in

2017 cause
significant

damage to the
corals of St.

Maarten. 

Several chemicals found in common sunscreens 
are toxic to corals. When these are used in St. Maarten,
they cause additional stress on already sensitive corals.

Waste water is high in nutrient levels. When there is run-off, the
additional nutrients encourage algal (algae) blooms. Algae

competes with coral for space on the reef and reduces the water
quality. Coral reefs will shift to an algal state and could die off. 

 
Globally, corals are under threat due to rising water

temperatures which cause stress and coral bleaching. Rising
water levels also introduce more sediment into the water.  

Pollution
Pollution is a problem on the island of St. Maarten. In particular,

plastics, oil spills, chemical discharge, and other debris can directly
impact the corals and reduce water quality.  

St. Maarten's Coral Reefs 


